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ABSTRACT

Following a selection process based on safety conditions, congested conditions,
multimodal significance, regional significance, regional equity, and
implementation potential, the Route 1A/Lynnway/Carroll Parkway arterial
segment in Lynn was approved for study by the Boston Region Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO). The roadway runs through an area that has been
classified as a Commonwealth of Massachusetts Growth District, an important
designation for older urban cities in need of increased tax bases and commercial
and residential development. The City of Lynn has made major progress toward
redevelopment by completing the physical and legal changes necessary to
redevelop 305 acres of underutilized waterfront land. However, the current
configuration and size of the Lynnway inhibits access to the waterfront—six-to-
seven lanes of traffic act as a barrier, cutting off the waterfront from Lynn’s
downtown and neighborhoods.

MPO staff, working with the study advisory task force, has developed short- and
long-term alternatives that would transform the Lynnway and Carroll Parkway
into a pedestrian- and bicyclist-friendly roadway as well as a transportation
corridor that serves all modes of transportation and maintains regional travel
capacity. This study provides the City of Lynn, the Department of Conservation
and Recreation (DCR), the Massachusetts Department of Transportation
(MassDOT), and other stakeholders with an opportunity to begin researching the
needs of the Lynnway and Carroll Parkway—in light of the city’s vision for the
Waterfront—and to start planning design and engineering efforts.

This report summarizes the analyses and improvement alternatives resulting
from the study. The opening sections provide background information for the
study by describing the existing conditions and problems. An assessment of the
safety and operational problems, and a discussion of the potential improvement
alternatives, follows the background sections. The report also includes technical
appendices, which cite the methods used and data applied in the study, including
detailed reports about the intersection and arterial capacity analyses. If
implemented, the report’s recommendations would result in an improved
roadway corridor: one where it is safe to walk or bicycle to shops, recreational
areas, and work; that provides safer access to businesses; and where traffic
operates efficiently.
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